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(54) Bootstrap line power supply regulator with no filter capacitor 



(57) A power supply regulator (30) comprising a 
regulated-voltage source (23); a buffer (31) connected 
to the voltage source; and a diode (24) connected to the 
output of the buffer. A bootstrap capacitor (25) is located 
between the diode and the output of a power stage (1); 
and the output (6) of the power stage is switched 
between a low and a high value by a digital signal (IN) 
also supplied to the input of the buffer (31) which there- 
fore generates a switched regulated output voltage 
(V 36 ) varying between a first value equal to the regu- 
lated voltage (V REG ) and a second lower value. The 
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switched regulated voltage switches from the first to the 
second value before the output of the power stage (1) 
switches to high, thus immediately disabling the diode 
(24) and preventing current spikes due to minority carri- 
ers in the diode from being transmitted to the regulated- 
voltage source (23). The switched regulated voltage 
(V 36 ) switches from the second to the first value before 
the output (6) of the power stage (1) switches to low, to 
permit charging of the bootstrap capacitor (25) to the 
regulated voltage (V REG ) when the output (6) is low. 



Fig. 2 
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1 EP 0 751 

Description 

The present invention relates to a bootstrap line 
power supply regulator with no filter capacitor. In partic- 
ular, the present invention relates to a power supply reg- s 
ulator for a switching-type power stage of the type 
featuring power MOS transistors and a bootstrap capac- 
itor for biasing the top power transistor at a level higher 
than the supply voltage. 

As is known, a power stage of the above type is 10 
supplied with a low-power square-wave signal, supplies 
a square-wave power output voltage, and typically 
presents the structure shown in Figure 1 and described 
below to give a clear idea of the problem underlying the 
present invention. is 

The Figure 1 power stage, indicated as a whole by 

1 , comprises a pair of N-channel power MOS transistors 

2, 3 connected between a supply line 4 and a ground 
line (reference potential line ) 5. Transistor 2 (constitut- 
ing the high-side power transistor) has the drain termi- 20 
nal connected to supply line 4 at potential V^, and the 
source terminal connected to an output node 6; and 
transistor 3 (constituting the low-side power transistor) 
has the drain terminal connected to output node 6, and 
the source terminal connected to ground line 5. Power 25 
stage 1 is controlled by a drive stage 8 having an input 
9 supplied with a low-power square-wave input signal 
IN, and a pair of outputs 10. 1 1 connected by respective 
buffer amplifiers 12, 13 to the gate terminals of transis- 
tors 2, 3 respectively. Drive stage 8 is a known type, 30 
and, according to one embodiment, for example, com- 
prises an N-channel MOS transistor with the gate termi- 
nal supplied with signal IN, the source terminal 
grounded, and the drain terminal connected to a supply 
line via a resistor. The drain terminal of the transistor 35 
forms output 10, and output 11 is connected directly to 
input 9. 

Buffer amplifier 12 has a first and second bias input 
15, 16 connected respectively to nodes 17 and 6; and 
buffer amplifier 13 has a first and second bias input 18, 40 
19 connected respectively to a regulated-voltage input 
node 22 and to ground line 5. 

Power stage 1 is supplied by a regulated- voltage 
power supply 21 comprising a voltage source 23 gener- 
ating a regulated voltage V REG and connected between 45 
regulated-voltage node 22 and ground, and a diode 24 
with its anode terminal connected to node 22 and its 
cathode terminal connected to node 17. Figure 1 also 
shows a bootstrap capacitor 25 connected between 
nodes 1 7 and 6, tor charging high-side power transistor so 
2. 

Figure 1 also shows a filter capacitor 26 connected 
parallel with voltage source 23; a parasitic capacitor 27 
associated and connected parallel with diode 24; and 
the protection diodes (not numbered in detail) associ- 55 
ated in known manner with the power MOS transistors. 

Ignoring filter capacitor 26 and parasitic capacitor 
24 for the time being, the Figure 1 circuit operates as fol- 
lows. On the basis of input signal IN at input 8, drive 
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stage 9 generates, at outputs 10, 11, two complemen- 
tary square-wave signals for driving buffer amplifiers 1 2, 
13, which in turn generate gate voltages related to the 
voltages at their terminals 16, 19, and such as to alter- 
natively turn on transistors 2, 3, and ensure the neces- 
sary source-gate voltage drop for achieving a good 
saturation level of transistors 2, 3. 

More specifically - assuming that, when signal IN is 
high, output 10 of the drive stage is high and output 1 1 
is low, and vice versa - when IN is low, output 11 is at a 
high voltage; the output of buffer amplifier 13 is high 
(roughly 10-15 V with respect to ground); transistor 3 is 
saturated and grounds output node 6 (OUT output low); 
conversely, the output of buffer amplifier 12 is low; tran- 
sistor 2 is off ; node 22 is at a higher potential than node 
6; and diode 24 is biased directly to charge bootstrap 
capacitor 25 to regulated voltage V REG (less the voltage 
drop across diode 24). 

When signal IN switches to high, output 1 1 of drive 
stage 8 switches to a low voltage; the output of buffer 
amplifier 13 is at ground potential so that transistor 3 is 
turned off; conversely, output 10 switches to high and 
turns on transistor 2, so that output node 6 increases in 
voltage; as soon as the OUT voltage at node 6 
increases, the voltage at node 17 also increases by vir- 
tue of bootstrap capacitor 25. and diode 24 becomes 
off. In other words, an increase in the voltage at output 
node 6 is accompanied by a corresponding increase in 
the voltage at node 17, so that the output voltage sup- 
plied by buffer amplifier 12 and related to node 6, i.e. to 
the source terminal of transistor 2, is such as to fully sat- 
urate transistor 2 and so bring node 6 to a high voltage 
(OUT output equal to V cc ). 

In practice, as the output signal OUT switches from 
low (ground) to high (V cc ), bootstrap capacitor- 25, via 
buffer amplifier 12, supplies the gate terminal of high- 
side transistor 2 with the necessary charge, and 
recharges itself when the OUT output is low. In the first 
step, current flows from regulated-voltage source 23 
through diode 24 to bootstrap capacitor 25; in the sec- 
ond step, current flows from bootstrap capacitor 25 to 
node 17, input 15 of buffer amplifier 12, the gate termi- 
nal of transistor 2, node 6, and back to bootstrap capac- 
itor 25, and diode 24 is inversely biased with no current 
flowing through it. 

In the event the output voltage OUT switches to 
high before bootstrap capacitor 25 is fully charged, the 
Figure 1 circuit encounters problems in that, in this 
case, diode 24 is still supplied with the charge current I 
of capacitor 25, and has therefore accumulated a minor- 
ity charge Q = I x wherein 1 is the transit time of the 
minority carriers. Thus, account must now be taken of 
the parasitic capacitor indicated by 27 in Figure 1 , and 
presenting a diffusion capacitance Cd = Q/V t wherein 
V t is the thermal voltage. This therefore results in a 
capacitive network comprising bootstrap capacitor 25 
and parasitic capacitor (diffusion capacitance) 27, and 
which tends to transmit the transition at the output to 
source V REG , and so generate a current spike l sp in volt- 
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age source 23. 

To roughly calculate the value of current l sp> diode 
24 must lose the minority charge Q in time At, wherein 
At is the fraction of the transition time of output voltage 
OUT required to switch diode 24 from a direct to an 
inverse bias, so that Up = Q /At • 

For output voltage OUT switching times of about 
100 ns, fraction At may be around 10 ns or less; and, if, 
for example, I = 200 mA and x = 20 ns, current spike l sp 
entering source 23 is around 400 mA or even more. 

Given the inductive nature of the output impedance 
of a power supply regulator, the current spike causes an 
unacceptable, uncontrolled increase in the regulated 
voltage at node 22. 

To solve the problem, it has been proposed to use a 
filter capacitor - indicated by 26 in Figure 1 - connected 
parallel with regulated-voltage source 23, and which 
presents a capacitance of about one nanofarad, and 
absorbs the current spike with no appreciable increase 
in voltage at its terminals (and hence at node 22). 

The disadvantage of this solution lies in the above 
capacitance preventing integration of filter capacitor 26 
which thus represents an additional external compo- 
nent. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
power supply regulator of the above type, designed to 
operate correctly in any situation, even in the absence 
of a filter capacitor. 

According to the present invention, there is pro- 
vided a bootstrap line power supply regulator as 
claimed in Claim 1 . 

In practice, according to one aspect of the present 
invention, the diode interposed between the bootstrap 
capacitor and the regulated-voltage source is turned off 
before the voltage at the low terminal of the capacitor 
(connected to the output of the power stage) switches 
from low to high. 

A preferred, non-limiting embodiment of the present 
invention will be described by way of example with refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a diagram of a switching-type 
power stage comprising a bootstrap capacitor and 
a known power supply regulator; 
Figure 2 shows an overall diagram of the power 
supply regulator according to the present invention, 
and as applied to the Figure 1 power stage; 
Figure 3 shows plots of a number of voltages rela- 
tive to the Figure 2 diagram; 
Figure 4 shows a more detailed circuit diagram of a 
possible implementation of the Figure 2 arrange- 
ment. 

In Figure 2. the power supply regulator is indicated 
by 30, and is applied to a power stage 1 of the type 
shown in and described in detail with reference to Fig- 
ure 1 . The Figure 2 components similar to those in Fig- 
ure 1 are therefore indicated using the same reference 
numbers with no further description. 



In addition to regulated-voltage source 23, the Fig- 
ure 2 power supply regulator 30 also comprises an 
inverting buffer amplifier 31 in turn comprising a signal 
input 32 connected to input 9 of drive stage 8 to receive 

5 the same IN signal, and two bias inputs 33, 34, of which 
input 33 is connected to node 22 set at regulated volt- 
age V REG , and input 34 is grounded. The output of 
inverting buffer amplifier 31 defines a node 36 (set at a 
switched regulated voltage V 36 ) connected to the anode 

io of diode 24, the cathode of which is connected, as in 
Figure 1, to node 17 to charge bootstrap capacitor 25. 

Operation of the circuit according to the present 
invention is based on the fact that, as regards the down- 
stream power stage 1 . the value of regulated voltage 

15 V REG is only of importance when output 6 of the power 
stage is low, i.e. when bootstrap capacitor 25 is being 
charged, whereas, when output 6 is high, the regulated 
voltage value is no longer of any importance by virtue of 
buffer amplifier 1 2 being supplied by bootstrap capacitor 

20 25; and on the fact that, to prevent current spikes from 
being transmitted to regulated -voltage source 23, diode 
24 need simply be turned off before output 6 of power 
stage 1 switches to high. 

The Figure 2 circuit therefore operates as follows. 

25 When the input signal is low (0 V), output 1 1 of drive 
stage 8 and the output of buffer amplifier 13 are high, so 
that transistor 3 is turned on; conversely, the output of 
buffer amplifier 12 is low, and transistor 2 is turned off. 
as already described with reference to Figure 1. As 

30 such, the output of inverting buffer 31 is high and equal 
to the regulated voltage V REQ at node 22, thus permit- 
ting capacitor 25 to be charged to regulated voltage 
v reg as in the Figure 1 circuit. 

When input signal IN switches to high (e.g. 12 V). 

35 the output of inverting buffer 31 switches rapidly to 
ground potential (0 V) and inversely biases diode 24 
which is turned off. Following a delay due to switching of 
drive stage 8, outputs 10, 11 of the drive stage and 
hence the outputs of buffer amplifiers 12, 13 also switch 

40 as described with reference to Figure 1 , so that transis- 
tor 3 is turned off, and transistor 2 is turned on to con- 
nect output terminal 6 to supply voltage V cc when diode 
24 is already definitely turned off. Consequently, when 
output 6 switches, current is prevented from flowing 

45 through diode 24 to regulated -voltage source 23, even 
in the event capacitor 25 is not fully charged. 

When input signal IN again switches to low, the reg- 
ulated voltage at the anode of diode 24 is restored 
before the OUT output switches to low, thus ensuring 

so bootstrap capacitor 25 is charged. 

The time relationship between the switching of 
input signal IN, output voltage OUT, and the switched 
regulated voltage V 36 at node 36 (anode of diode 24) is 
shown clearly in the time plots of the three quantities in 

55 Figure 3. In particular, following low-to-high switching of 
input signal IN at instant to, the switched regulated volt- 
age V 36 switches to low at instant t-i (turning off 
inversely-biased diode 24), and output voltage OUT 
switches to high at instant t 2 > U- 
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The time sequence shown (wherein switched regu- 
lated voltage V 36 switches in advance of output voltage 
OUT) is ensured by the propagation of the IN signal 
from input 9 to node 36 involving a small number of 
components (only inverting buffer 34), whereas propa- 
gation of the IN signal from input 9 to output 6 involves 
drive stage 8 (which in itself presents a propagation 
delay of other than zero), buffer amplifiers 12, 13, and 
power transistors 2, 3. Moreover, the circuit may be so 
designed as to ensure that, in any condition, the output 
always switches after switched regulated voltage V 36 . 
For circuits of the type shown, the delay between input 
9 and output 6 is typically of about 100 ns, and the delay 
between input 9 and node 36 may be guaranteed below 
50 ns at all times. 

One embodiment of the Figure 2 circuit is shown in 
Figure 4, which shows regulated-voltage source 23 and 
inverting buffer amplifier 31 in more detail. 

More specifically, regulated -voltage source 23 com- 
prises a current source 40 connected between supply 
line 4 at V cc and the collector of a diode-connected NPN 
bipolar transistor 41 (with the collector and base short- 
circuited). The emitter of transistor 41 is connected to 
the emitter of a diode-connected PNP transistor 42, the 
collector of which is grounded via two Zener diodes 43, 
44 in series with each other. The base terminal of tran- 
sistor 42 is connected to the base terminal of a PNP 
transistor 45, the collector of which is grounded, and the 
emitter of which defines node 22 at regulated voltage 
Vreg- Nod© 22 is also connected to the emitter of an 
NPN transistor 46. the base terminal of which is con- 
nected to the base terminal of transistor 41 , and the col- 
lector terminal of which is connected to supply line 4. 

Node 22 is also connected to the base terminal of 
an NPN transistor 49, the collector terminal of which is 
connected to supply line 4, and the emitter terminal of 
which is connected to input 18 of buffer amplifier 13 and 
to a current source 50 interposed between transistor 49 
and ground. 

Node 22 is also connected to the drain terminal of a 
P-channel MOS transistor 51 , the gate terminal of which 
is connected to a node 52 defined by the output of a 
buffer amplifier 53, the input of which is connected to 
input 9 of drive stage 8 and is supplied with signal IN. 
Node 52 is also connected to the gate terminal of two N- 
channel MOS transistors 54 and 55. More specifically, 
the source terminal of MOS transistor 54 is grounded, 
and the drain terminal is connected to the drain terminal 
of MOS transistor 51 ; and the source terminal of MOS 
transistor 55 is also grounded, and the drain terminal is 
connected to node 36 (anode of diode 24). Finally, node 
36 is connected to the emitter of an NPN bipolar transis- 
tor 58, the base terminal of which is connected to node 
52, and the collector terminal of which is connected to 
supply line 4. 

In Figure 4, too, power MOS transistors 2, 3, 54, 55 
are shown together with respective protection diodes 
(not numbered). 

In the Figure 4 circuit, Zener diodes 43. 44 generate 



the regulated voltage which, added to voltage drop V BE 
at the base-emitter junction of transistor 41 , is supplied 
to low-output-impedance node 22. Via transistor 49, the 
regulated voltage (corresponding to V REG in Figure 2) is 

5 supplied to buffer amplifier 18; and the same regulated 
voltage (added to the base-emitter voltage drop V BE of 
transistor 58 and to the source-drain voltage drop of 
MOS transistor 51 , which is nevertheless substantially 
negligible) is supplied to node 36 via the inverter formed 

ro by MOS transistors 51 , 54, 55 when MOS transistor 51 
is turned on, to generate the switched regulated voltage 
V 36 supplied to diode 24. More specifically, when input 
signal IN is low, the output of buffer amplifier 53 is also 
low, so that transistor 51 stays on and transistors 54, 55 

15 stay off; the base terminal of transistor 58 is biased sub- 
stantially at the regulated voltage at node 22, and sup- 
plies the regulated voltage (less voltage drop V BE ) to 
the anode of diode 24 to charge capacitor 25. 

When input signal IN switches to high, the output of 

20 buffer amplifier 53 also switches to high, thus turning off 
MOS transistor 51 and turning on MOS transistors 54, 
55. which ground node 36, so that diode 24 is turned off 
as described with reference to Figure 2. 

In the Figure 4 circuit also, the propagation delay of 

25 the switching edges of input signal IN through buffer 
amplifier 53 and transistors 51 . 58, 54, 55 is less than 
that of the same edges through components 8, 12, 13. 
2, 3, to ensure correct operation of the switched power 
supply regulator. 

30 The advantages of the circuit described are as fol- 
lows. Firstly, it provides for preventing uncontrolled vari- 
ations in the regulated voltage, without using filter 
capacitors of non-integratable value. Secondly, it 
involves only a small number of simple, easily-integrata- 

35 ble additional components, and therefore practically no 
increase in manufacturing cost as compared with 
known circuits. And, thirdly, it is reliable and accurately 
controlled. 

Clearly, changes may be made to the circuit as 
40 described and illustrated herein without, however, 
departing from the scope of the present invention. In 
particular, in addition to supplying power stages of the 
type described, the solution according to the present 
invention may also be applied to other circuits featuring 
45 a bootstrap capacitor so controlled as to be first 
charged, and then supply a load at a higher voltage than 
the charge voltage. 

Claims 

50 

1 . A bootstrap line power supply regulator comprising 
a regulated-voltage source (23) defining a regu- 
lated-voltage node (22); a bootstrap line (25) having 
a supply node (17) and a reference node (6). said 
55 reference node (6) being at a reference voltage 
(OUT) switchable between a first and second value, 
said first value being lower than said second value; 
and a unipolar switch (24) interposed between said 
regulated-voltage node (22) and said supply node 
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(17); characterized in that it comprises turn-off 
means (31) for generating a signal (V 36 ) for turning 
off said unipolar switch (24) before said reference 
voltage (OUT) at said reference node switches from 
said first to said second value, and for generating a 5 
turn-on signal (V 36 ) upon said reference voltage 
(OUT) switching from said second to said first 
value. 

A power supply regulator as claimed in Claim 1, 10 
characterized in that said turn-off means comprise 
supply switching means (31) interposed between 
said regulated-voltage node (22) and said unipolar 
switch (24), and for generating a switched regulated 
voltage (V 36 ) varying between a first level equal to 15 
said regulated voltage, and a second level lower 
than said first level. 

A power supply regulator as claimed in Claim 2, for 
a bootstrap line (25) comprising a drive stage (8) 20 
having an input (9) supplied with a digital control 
signal (IN), and an output (10, 11) connected to 
said reference node (6); characterized in that said 
turn-off means comprise a buffer amplifier (31) hav- 
ing an input (32) connected to said input (9) of said 25 
drive stage, an output (36) connected to said unipo- 
lar switch (24), and at least one bias terminal (33) 
connected to said regulated-voltage node (22). 

A power supply regulator as claimed in Claim 3, 30 
characterized in that said buffer amplifier (31) com- 
prises an input buffer (53), and an inverter (51, 54, 
55) connected to the output (52) of said input buffer. 

A power supply regulator as claimed in any one of 35 
the foregoing Claims, characterized in that said 
bootstrap line comprises a bootstrap capacitor (25) 
interposed between said supply node (1 7) and said 
reference node (6); in that said unipolar switch com- 
prises a diode (24) with its anode connected to said 40 
turn-off means (31), and its cathode connected to 
said supply node (17); and in that the regulator 
comprises a power stage (1) including a first and 
second power transistor (2, 3) connected between 
a supply voltage line (4) and a ground line (5) and 45 
defining an intermediate node (6) defining said ref- 
erence node. 
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